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relationship with those Powers, whom she could use for her main purpose, without binding her hands, which was more convenient in home politics and more effective in foreign politics. Before the building of the German fleet, that is before the beginning of the commercial jealousy, the foundation was laid for the policy of entente and encirclement against Germany.
The rapprochement between French diplomacy and England began in 1898-9 with the Fashoda agreement, which was so much misunderstood in Germany, and by January, 1901, there already existed within the British Cabinet a feeling in favour of an agreement with France and Russia at the cost of English sacrifices in Morocco, Persia, and China.1 After that the Entente worked upon the public mind of all three nations with all the methods which German diplomacy despised, in order to bring them all into line on a common front against Germany, by suppressing their mutual differences. The reasons which appeared in the 'nineties, and urged the English either to overthrow or encircle Germany, continued to exist, and it could not be demanded of our fleet-building that it should alter the fundamental motives of English policy. It was enough for the fleet to provide the Government with an instrument which gave Germany more elbow-room, in spite of the policy of encirclement, through the fact that the mere existence of the fleet
10. Hammann, Zur Vorgeschichte des Weltkrieger (1918), p. 124; H. von Eckardstein, Diplomatise he Enthullungen sum Ursprung des Weltkrieges (1918), p. 17.